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We are excited to start the New Year! We are looking forward to continuing the work the Lord has put in
front of wus. This year we are hoping to have a o0
next level, start an LST style class, teach more about Jesus to the young children that come to the Wednes-
day evening classes, and further our own relationships with God. Pray that God will change hearts here!

We began our New Year here with a planning session with
Brother Obata. Part of our new plan here in Haruna is to have Paul

preach once a month iIin Japanese|.
Brother Obata in translation, b
our planning sessions in'the New Year we have decided to teach 2

compl i mentary sermon series abo

is focusing on personal discipleship and Paul is focusing on the
church as a whole. He is establishing what the church should
look like from the Bible and our role. This month Brother Obata
focused on humility, servant hood, and Paul preached on the ¢
Restoration Movement and oWhat"
hope to create a greater understanding of our role as Christians |

in todayds society.

On January 11th we started the day off watching a Japanese

New Years tradition that they had been preparing for a couple ‘
of weeks. They built up large bamboo stalks and put brush under- m“‘\\\
neath with many Daruma dolls inside and around the outside. ()
Then people put their new years wishes on pieces of paper and tied
them somewhere on the brush pile. At 7:30am they lit it on fire.
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Potluck Sunday with two visitors.

The bamboo fire for

Along with the fire they put sake (alcoholic drink) into shorter bam- the New Year
boo stalks next to the big bon fire. Many of the locals had hot sake celebration.
to ring in the new year. And for the kids (and any missionaries) they

had a sweet non-alcoholic rice drink called amasake to keep us BELOW:

warm. They really had a big turn out with lots of food and a warm PRl Sy el
volunteer fire

fire. We enjoyed walking around talking to more of our neighbors department for
and Paul was introduced to the local volunteer fire department. Since | Haruna.
Paul was about their age they asked if he would be interested in vol-
unteering some time. At first we thought it was just nice that they
asked, but after thinking about it we decided it would be a great idea
if he could help out. What a great way to earn respect from our area
and get to know other men Paul dfs
for fitness training and for language study too. Well, we will see if he
can do it next year!
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