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We have been enjoying the work that has started 

here this month. Paul has started quite a few new 

classes for the members of Haruna church of Christ. 

We have started teaching the           

congregation English hymns on Sunday morning 

before worship. For some of the songs Paul is able 

to apply a lesson for the members to think about as 

they sing the words. Our first Sunday we taught 

them ñBecause We Love the Lordò and ñJust as I 

Amò. Surprisingly most of the congregation came 

early for the singing class and everyone (about 7-8 

people) try to sing the songs. It was very encourag-

ing to us. Over the next few Sundays we also intro-

duced: ñAs the Deerò, and ñJesus is Lordò.  
 

Paul has started leading a Bible class after the 

Sunday morning worship service, on the first  

Sunday of the month. We are studying the  

parables of Jesus. Overall everyone is very  

interested in studying the Bible on a more personal 

level, but during the study not many people, if any, 

speak up if they have any questions. Weôve been 

told its quite typical for Japanese to just listen. 

(Sometimes with their eyes closed.)  But the discus-

sion are getting better each class. 
  

On Wednesdays we have started our biggest task. 

A full hour of Bible study. We also sing a couple of 

the songs weôve introduced on Sunday mornings to 

give them more practice. Wednesdays, Paul is  

going through the Book of Luke.      Cont. Pg 2 
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     We have been in Japan two months now. We are still settling in and finding ourselves in new situations. 

Overall we feel that we are adjusting quite well.  Our cultural training said that Culture Shock may not be seri-

ous until 3-6 months after arriving. We try to stay positive and not focus on the differences. A wise and good 

friend of ours gave us the advice to remember the two ñAôsò. ñDonôt Complain and be Critical, but Accept and 

Appreciate the differences between these two cultures.ò  We are trying hard to keep these words close to our 

hearts.   Our supervisor, Brother Obata and his wife Rumiko are a constant encouragement to us.  They both 

are blessed with genuine great attitudes and desire to work.  We are still understanding our role here in Japan, 

but we have both started to discover the need for regular Bible teaching.  As we begin to teach this has also 

allowed Obata-san to focus on his work of preaching, visitation, counseling, and continued encouragement of 

new and prospective members.  We hope to encourage him as much as he does us in the coming months!  

Our first Wednesday 

 Bible  study.  

                        Oct. 7th  

Our Sunday Bible study 

for October. 

Paul teaching  a new song 

Sunday morning . Obata-san 

translating.           Oct 4th  

The song ñAmazing Graceò in 

English and Japanese. Itôs very 

popular in Japan among those 

that are not Christians! 

Our flowers on Sunday 

mornings. 


