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  We canôt believe how beautiful it is here in Haruna this time of year. So far this is 

our favorite season. Living in Kansas we never experienced much of a Fall season. 

We were only blessed with a week or so then straight to Winter. Paul lived in White 

Plains, NY for awhile so he knows what Fall really is.  Everyday I walk around in a 

painting of mountains and trees changing to a wonderful golden, red and orange 

hue. But in the midst of all the beauty around us we have been given a task. Every-

day we are here, we are convinced we are in the right place. There are so many people 

that don't even know the meaning of the name ñGodò or ñJesusò. It is so humbling to 

be able to teach so many people this important Truth. We are always encouraged by 

all the wonderful letters, email, care packages and notes from our friends and family. It helps keep us focused 

on how great God is and how much people everywhere need to know His undying truth.  

   Paul was excited and a little nervous to preach his first 

full length sermon in Japanese. He has addressed the   

congregation before, like our first Sunday here, but that 

was to introduce us and give a short message. That was 

definitely a big step but this was a little different. He   

volunteered to  give the 20 to 30 minute sermon because 

Obata-san was having some medical tests done and we 

want to try to be as big a help here as we can.  It took a lot 

of thinking to decide on the topic. There are so many    

different levels of spiritual maturity here and so 

many needs.  Finally Paul decided to speak about 

who Jesus is. Brother Obata  graciously       

translated Paulôs sermon into Japanese and then 

Paul practiced it many times.  We believe it went 

well and one of the members even said Paul was 

as good as a first grader in his speech. (We both 

had to laugh at this, but it is actually a          

compliment as most of the time we probably 

speak like 2 year olds.) 

  We continue to offer a singing class on Sunday   

mornings and once a month Paul teaches a parable class after 

the worship service.  Our primary Bible study time is still 

Wednesday nights and  it has been the most effective for a 

deeper Bible study.  We also had hoped to outreach through 

this class as Paul always teaches in English with Obata-san 

translating.  We are having mixed results with the outreach, but 

the members have been coming and they are quickly getting 

used to the discussion format.  The biggest surprise was the 

children who have shown up.  One of our newest visitors     

Mie-san has been inviting many children and their parents.   

We are at  Dr. Hosoyaôs 

garden just down the street 

from the church building. 

Paul preaching, in Japanese, a full 

sermon Sunday November 15th. 

Morning and Evening service. 

Paul teaching the congregation new English songs.  

Wednesday night and 

Sunday Bible studies  


