
      HHHERRINGTONSERRINGTONSERRINGTONS   INININ   HHHARUNAARUNAARUNA    

The work in Haruna  

 December 2009  

    Itõs official! Paul is preaching once a month in Japanese. He enjoys 

writing out the sermon in English and with a lot of Obata -sanõs help 

they translate it into Japanese. Then Paul practices until he is comfort-

able enough to give it to the congregation. This month he preached 

on Sunday the 27th. The last Sunday of the month. He decided to 

preach on renewing our commitment to God this next year. For those 

not yet Christians, he charged them to seek God diligently until 

they find an answer.  Itõs hard to judge the reaction of the con-

gregation, but one of our members told Paul, òI thought you 

were talking about me!ó Thatõs is exactly what Paul needed to 

hear. We really want the congregation to apply all of the sermons 

personally.  One of our biggest goals here is to help unite this 

body of believers into a church that serves God whole heartedly.  

   

   Decemberõs parable class was taught on the Prodigal Son. What a 

powerful parable! The class participated so well. They really enjoyed 

going through the text and understanding how it applied to them-

selves. Itõs awesome to watch them take an active part in the study.  

   The last Sunday of the month we had a few guests join us for  

singing class. Just across the road of the church building a group 

of people were constructing a very tall stack of bamboo with a  

Daruma doll on the top. It was part of a Buddhist New Years celebra-

tion. On January 11th they will light it on fire and you are suppose to 

write your wishes in a piece of paper and throw it into the fire so it 

will come true. So while the adults were working, Paul invited the 

children in to sing with us. They asked their parents and joined us.  

We enjoyed the opportunity to teach some Christian songs and it was 

great to hear the children sing songs of praise to God, the one true 

God.  

We wish you Merry Christmas We wish you Merry Christmas We wish you Merry Christmas    

and A Happy New Year!!and A Happy New Year!!and A Happy New Year!!    
 

   Itõs Christmas time in Japan. This is our first time ever being away from 

home during the holiday season. So far we are doing well.  We made it 

through our first Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years with the help 

of our wonderful friends in Japan and the love and support from our 

friends and family in America. We look forward to the new year and all 

the wonderful people and opportunities God will bring us in Japan!  
Paul and I on top of Mt. Haruna looking 

at the lights below, on the lake. 
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   We are continuing to offer a childrenõs class along side 

the adult Bible class on Wednesday evenings. I (Stacey) 

usually have any where from 2 to 7 kids show up. So de-

pending on the size of the class I change the focus of 

class just a little. This month we had a low attendance all 

month. One Wednesday we didn't have any children. 

Most were sick and a few had school activities early the 

next morning. This Wednesday we just had Hana-chan, 

Megu-chan, and Tasuku-kun they all know a lot more 

English than most of the other children. So we practiced 

writing our words. They are such great kids and so eager to 

learn. I enjoy my time with them.  

  On Dec. 7th, I (Paul) attended a 2 day preachers    

meeting in Hakone with Brother Obata and many of the 

other preachers in Japan.  This was the first night Stacey 

and I had spent apart since coming to Japan.  We went 

to a Hotel that had an òOnsenó (hot springs bath.)  The 

focus of the meeting was to study about the roots of 

the Restoration movement and some preachers from 

the òChristian churchó also attended. We learned about 

our common roots together and worshipped together 

(in acappella.)  In the evening most of the preachers and 

missionaries all went to the hot springs bath.  Itõs a kind 

of community bath divided by gender, where you wash 

first and then then get in the natural hot springs water 

to soak after you are clean.  It was a very different      

experience but many of the Japanese men compli-

mented me on being brave enough to try out the      

experience.  The Japanese believe that this kind of      

fellowship removes all barriers.  Well there were             

definitely were not any òbarriers,ó enough said. The 

meeting itself was very informative and one of the mis-

sionaries even translated for me.  The bath was a relax-

ing experience and the mountains we were in were 

beautiful.  It was good to spend some time with just the 

men for a few days but even better to be back at home. 

Preacherõs Meeting 
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Childrenõs class Hana-chan helping 

her little sister Megu -

chan write the word 

GOD. We had a lot of 

fun and the girls and 

Tasuku-kun are such 

great students.  

Go to www.herringtonjapan.com for more information and to read our blog.  

All the attendees of the Preachers Meeting 

Top Left: Paul with Steve 

Carrell (Missionary) and 

Masanobu Nonogaki 

(Minister Yokota),        

Left: Paul with Tadayoshi     

Aikawa (Friend and church 

historian) 


