
June 2010  
Summer has finally arrived. June 1st marked the first day of  

summer in Japan, and soon after followed the rainy season. We are 

starting to feel the heat and humidity that everyone told us about, 

but we are trying to work through it and stay involved out side of the 

building and our house. This month we also experienced a week of 

work without the Obatas as they visited their children and          

grandchildren in California. 
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Spreading the Gospel  
   Preaching this month was a little bit of an  

adventure.  The Obatas took a trip this month to 

visit their grandkids in America and we volunteered 

to hold down the fort here while they were gone.  

We tried to really put in some time at the church 

building during the week to talk to any visitors and 

we had a great week.  No one out of the ordinary 

came by, but this let us do some needed work 

around the building. When Sunday came around 

Paul preached about our role in loving one another.  

It was good to illustrate how our relationship with 

each other is supposed to be in the church family 

and it was good to be able to take the reigns while 

the  Obatas were gone. 

     Brother Obata has not had a real vacation 

here for close to 7 years, so this was a good time 

for him and his wife to get away.  We are so thank-

ful to be able to support them in this way.  

     We also had a great parable class this month 

on the Rich Man and Lazarus.  It seems that the 

parables always bring out some interesting ques-

tions.  Although it was not the focus of the class, we 

ended up talking a lot about the afterlife and how 

the Christian idea is different from Buddhism.  It 

makes you realize how different cultures truly are 

under the surface, but that the needs are the same.  

Praise the Lord that He has given us hope of an 

eternal life with Him in glory!  And we thank Him for 

sending us here!   

Dropping the Obatas off at the train station 
for their week long vacation.. 
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Potluck lunch this month.  


